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W R I T E  F O R  N E W S
Imprint is looking for news writers.

Email editor@uwimprint.ca

G E T  I N V O L V E D
Imprint is looking for a community minded 
News Editor. Email editor@uwimprint.ca.

W W W . U W I M P R I N T . C A
Check the web for all the latest campus and 

community news.

Li�le info on UW scholarships

Paramedic services, UW in the dark

Financing university tuition has always 
been di�cult. A�er repeatedly ask-
ing Nicole Schuphof, Undergraduate 

Awards O�cer at Student Awards & Finan-
cial Aid about the subject, Imprint, only got 
the vaguest of  answers. 

Scholarships and awards provide a help-
ing hand in covering tuition fees. 

Over 600 scholarships, awards, and bur-
saries are available from UW services, in-

cluding Athletic Awards, Entrepreneurial 
Awards, Financial needs awards/bursaries, 
and International Experience Awards. For 
some of  these awards, students are auto-
matically selected while others require ap-
plications and nominations. Some of  them 
require specific qualifications, while others 
do not. Some awards are specific to facul-
ties, while others are open to all. The schol-
arships are listed on the University of  Wa-
terloo web site under Scholarship and bursaries 
section with information on every scholar-
ship that UW o�ers. There are no late appli-
cations and students must stay ahead of  the 

Nitish Joshi
Reporter

Heather Gillespie
Reporter

deadlines. 
These awards range from as low as $50 

to as high as $10,000. The faculties of  Math 
and Engineering have the most scholar-
ships as they are the biggest faculties have 
the most funding, too. There are also some 
International scholarships specifically for 
International students which are of   great 
help.

There is a balance of  the scholarships re-
quiring academic standing and extracurric-
ular involvement, catering for a wide range 
of  students’ abilities.  

If  the scholarships do not receive enough 

qualified candidates for a specific scholar-
ship/award, the students who the organiza-
tions believe meet the minimum criteria of  
the award are contacted and given a second 
opportunity to apply. 

There are tough races to win and to claim 
the cash prize, your application needs to be 
impressive because ‘poorly’ written state-
ments will be rejected. The highest number 
of  applications received are for the Full-
time bursary and International Experience 
Awards. The competition is fair. More appli-
cants means more competition. 

In May, Doug Ford faced public and polit-
ical push back when he revealed retroac-

tive cuts to public health. He proposed re-
ducing funding for public health, daycare, 
and ambulance services. 

In the announcement, he stated his plan  
to reduce the current 59 public health cen-
ters to ten. However, due to the public up-
roar following his proposal, Ford decided to 
cancel these cuts and requested Paramedic 
Services to revise their budgets. 

Following Ford’s announcement, Ste-
phen VanValkenburg, the Chief  of  Para-
medic Services, region of  Waterloo, stated 
that Paramedic Services is in a limbo state 
with the budget.

“[What the plan is for the future] would 
be a really good question, and I wish I could 
answer that question, but I really can’t, to be 
honest with you,” he said. 

Van Valkenburg stated Paramedic Ser-

vices needs more resources due to the in-
creased number of  code reds in the munici-
pality. A “code red” happens when there are 
too few ambulances for the amount of  911 
calls that come through. 

The addition of  two ambulance vehicles 
in the last two years has made a di�erence, 
but hasn’t been enough to combat the issue. 
VanValkenburg stated Waterloo’s ambu-
lance services face a $1.2 million shortfall. 

Paramedic services annual budget was 
frozen, leaving them in the dark about what 
was happening and preventing them from 
having enough information to develop a 
contingency plan. 

UW Health Services did not respond to 
Imprint as to how they would handle the 
province’s cuts to public health and previ-
ously planned reduced funding for para-
medic services. 

On Aug. 19, the Ford government released 
an updated proposal which moves forward 
with cuts to public health and childcare. 
However, unlike his earlier announcement, 
the budget for Paramedic Services is expect-

ed to  increase by 4 per cent this year, and 
increase more by 2021. The public health 
cuts will be introduced in Jan. 2020. 

“We are increasing funding for land am-
bulance services by nearly 4 per cent this 
year and it will continue to increase into 
2020,” Ford said.

Ford stated he listened to the public when 
he reduced provincial funding, but munic-
ipalities are le� responsible for a greater 
portion of  the cost of  public health and day-
care services. 

“We recognize our government moved 
quickly when we came into o�ce to address 
our inherited challenges, but we’ve listened 
to you,” Ford said. 

“As our government tackles the big chal-
lenges ahead, the lines of  communication 
will stay open. We’ll keep talking . . . and lis-
tening,” he said.

Public Health Waterloo says there are no 
plans to cut public health services. Even 
though the cuts will take e�ect in less than 
five months, no decisions have been made 
by Public Health Waterloo at this time. VICTORIA ROSS
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Does 6,000 unresolved maintence 
requests make you a slum lord?

Varun Venkatramanan
Editor

On Sept. 8, 2019, Reddit user u/Accom-
mod8u posted a report titled Fuccom-
mod8u which outlines a security vul-

nerability in the website of  rental agency 
Accommod8u. That vulnerability exposes 
6,000 maintenance requests made to the 
rental agency since December 2017. The re-
port was written by an anonymous author 
who refers to themselves as the Team.

The report classifies the requests into four 
main categories: mold, fire alarm/carbon 
monoxide alarm and vermin, and heating. 
For each category, examples of  requests and 
relevant provincial rental regulations were 
described. 

According to the report, the average 
time taken to update a case was 13 days and 
roughly 30 per cent of  requests took over 
two weeks to fix. 

The report also provides recommenda-
tions for tenants on how they can deal with 
unresolved maintenance issues and some 
tools for students to be legally and practi-
cally armed against the poor conditions.

The report says the findings show “the 
frustration of  tenants and the indi�erence 
of  Accommod8u,” claiming that “the actions 
of  Accommod8u are in many cases illegal.” 
The Team concludes the report by saying 
they hope the data leak would “act as a cat-
alyst for improving tenants’ living condi-
tions” and that “something has to be done.” 

WUSA Vice President of  Operations and 
Finance, Seneca Velling, addressed the post 
under the name u/GreenBurette on Reddit. 
“This is a travesty and totally unacceptable 
for students to be experiencing. I fear the 
data might be fruit of  the poisonous tree, 
but I intend to inquire about organizing a 
class action lawsuit or at least [make] stu-
dents aware of  their new legal protection 
to get representatives at the Landlord & 
[Tenant] Board,” he wrote. 

Velling said he will explore ways in which 
WUSA can help students with the situa-
tion. He also said he will reach out to other 
local universities and colleges to see how 
they can “jointly support all KW students 
experiencing this bullshit.” Velling invited 
students to attend the upcoming Students’ 
Council meeting on Sept. 15 to discuss how 
to support impacted UW students.

Of  the maintenance requests uncovered 
by the Team, a large percentage include 
the names of  tenants, phone numbers, and 
emails—all of  which were redacted in the 
report. Issues in the buildings, including 
mold, pests such as cockroaches and mice, 
plumbing and electrical defects, heating and 
cooling issues as well as problems with fire, 
smoke, and carbon monoxide alarms. Of  the 
6,000 maintenance requests, over 140 had a 
status of  In Progress, New, or Re-open, indi-
cating they had not yet been resolved by the 
landlords. The earliest unresolved request 
was filed almost 18 months ago.

Accommod8u is one of  the largest rental 
agencies in Waterloo, with a large number 
of  their tenants being students at UW and 
WLU. Accommod8u is owned by the parent 
company Prica Global Enterprises Incor-
porated, who also owns KW4Rent, another 
large rental agency in Waterloo. The fol-
lowing Accommod8u buildings were men-
tioned in the report: The Hub on 326 Albert 
Street and 130 Columbia Street; 228 and 
246 Albert Street; 250 Lester Street; 255 and 
258 Sunview Street; and 222 Albert Street, 
which was owned by Accommod8u until 
2018.

Reddit user u/Accommod8u revealed maintenance requests and preliminary report on the conditions of properties owned by Accommod8u. They also raised questions on the 
conditions of its sister company, KW4Rent, and how it treats its tenants, most of whom are students.

DAVID YIN
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Meet theWaterloo federal candidates 

Lori Campbell, NDP                                                        
Director, UW Indigenous Student Centre

Kirsten Wright, Green Party                              
Systems Design Engineer, PhD Candidate 

Jerry Zhang, Conservative Party                                    
Entrpreneur

Bardish Chagger, Liberal Party                               
Member of Parliment, Waterloo

Lori Campbell is the first two-spirit,  
Cree-Métis, woman to seek a seat in the 
House of  Commons. Having worked all 
her life for the community and indigenous 
people, Campbell said she first realised that 
she wanted to get involved in politics when 
her grandmother reminded her that their 
ancestors always fought for justice and the 
rights of  their people. 

Campbell said she feels privileged to be in 
a place where she can do a lot more for her 
community. She said she believes this is her 
true calling and found that her beliefs coin-
cide with the NDP’s vision.

Kirsten Wright moved to Waterloo when 
she started at UW School of  Engineering. As 
a student, she built Canada’s first student 
think tank, The Forum for Independent 
Thought (FIT), to engage students in finding 
solutions to complex challenges.

Wright’s work in robotics and embedded 
systems has been well recognized and her 
passion for building a strong sustainable fu-
ture led to her growing interest in politics. 

Wright said she is focused on defining 
systemic weaknesses and creating a better 
future for her children and for the next gen-
eration of  Waterloo residents.

Jerry Zhang and his family have contribut-
ed to the Waterloo community in numerous 
ways for 15 years. 

Zhang said he is family-oriented and 
credits his parents for teaching him to work 
hard. He said he feels responsible for giving 
his children and future generations of  Wa-
terloo residents the  same opportunities or 
better than he had.

“I want to do whatever I can do to preserve 
my little pieces of  heaven,” Zhang said.

“I want to give back to Canada for all the 
doors it has opened for me and I want to 
start by transforming Waterloo,” he said.

Bardish Chagger is the first female leader of  
the Government in the House of  Commons. 

She got involved in politics when she was 
13 years old and was the president of  the UW 
Young Liberals Club.

Chagger graduated from UW with a de-
gree in science and aspirations to become a 
nurse, but she instead became an executive 
assistant to then-MP Andrew Telegdi. 

Chagger’s love and dedication to the Wa-
terloo has motivated her to seek re-election 
as she believes that there is still a lot more 
she can do for the community.

Why should students vote for you? 
Lori Campbell: “Being a student myself, I 
understand what problems most students 
face and my party’s platform addresses 
these issues.”

OSAP: Every student who qualifies for 
OSAP  will get a non-repayable grant in-
stead of  a loan.

Co-op: More paid co-op and internship 
opportunities will be created that will allow 
students to graduate with real-world expe-
rience.

Academia: Allow more contract educators 
to become full-time professors and instruc-
tors, and invest in more tenure-track faculty 
positions, so that students are less discour-
aged from pursuing a path in academics.

Kirsten Wright: “I came to the green party 
because I am sick and tired of  parties and 
politics and want to focus on constructive 
solutions. Students invest in education in 
the hopes of  finding employment when 
they graduate, and a strong economy is the 
key to creating more jobs. Building good 
jobs is the key to supporting the economy of  
the future, and new solutions for green en-
ergy will be an important high-tech field in 
this economy.” 

OSAP:  Abolish tuition fees for post -sec-
ondary education and skills training for 
students without adequate financial means, 
guaranteeing that income is never a barrier 
for qualified students. 

Give graduates a hand-up by implement-
ing a debt-forgiveness program. This would 
eliminate any existing or future student fed-
eral debt above $10,000.

Jerry Zhang: “I believe in a balanced bud-
get. The national debt we’re accumulating 
today is almost $700 billion dollars. If  divid-
ed by the population of  Canadian families 
that’s $50,000 per household. According to 
StatsCanada, our demographic is changing 
and we are stepping into an ageing soci-
ety. Also, a working age Canadian supports 
roughly 2.5 seniors and in less than 20 years 
this number will be doubled. And the real-
ity is that there will be a lot of  pressure on 
the younger generation. This demographic 
change will require the younger generation 
to work much harder and I think the gov-
ernment needs to prepare for that if  it truly 
thinks in the best interest of  the younger 
Canadians.”

OSAP: Supports the elimination of  the 
inclusion of  parental income and assets in 
the assessment of  loan applications while 
supporting a loan availability model based 
on personal resources.

Bardish Chagger: “To President Justin 
Trudeu, students are not just the leaders of  
tomorrow, they are the leaders of  today and 
we need to make sure that we are working 
with students and for students.” 

OSAP:  Increase the maximum Canada 
Student Grant for low-income students. 

Ensure that no graduate with student 
loans will be required to make any repay-
ment until they are earning an income of  at 
least $25,000 per year.

 The federal government will continue 
to pay the interest on student loans until 
graduates begin to earn su¢cient incomes 
to take over their own payments and repay 
their own loans.

Co-op: Increase the number co-op and 
summer jobs for students

COURTESY: LIBERAL PARTYCOURTESY: CONSERVATIVE PARTYCOURTESY: GREEN PARTYCOURTESY: NDP

Candidates battle for student votes — promises of changes to OSAP structure 
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Campus Question
What is the most challenging thing about going back to school? 

?
? ??

??
?
? ??

?
? ???? ????
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“For me the most challenging 
things about coming back to 
school is just readjusting to the 
whole student life, getting your 
mindset in the right place and the 
sleep schedule.”

“Switching your mindset back 
from being on vacation to being 
back to school and actually doing 
the work.  Getting out a calendar 
and making sure all my dates are 
in order makes things a little bit 
easier.”

“I think the most challenging 
part is getting back into the pace 
of  studying and everything. All 
of  a sudden you hear of  all these 
things you have to do and it’s over-
whelming.” 

“Basically, waking up and think-
ing about going to school and also 
thinking about future papers to be 
submitted.”

Hareet Dhesi, 4A
Math

Avery Larsh, 3A
Kinesiology

Maimuna Kandaker, 2A
ARBUS

Nicole Wong, 2A 
ARBUS

“I think the hardest thing about 
coming back to school, especially 
for me, is that you have to move 
in and you have to get back into 
things. Also, even though you 
made friends in first year, some-
times you don’t have them in your 
classes so you have to make new 
friends and try to talk to new peo-
ple.”

Ezra Ave fire
Mubassir Ahmed
Editorial Assistant

Oritsetuyiri Ugborogho, 2A
Honors Arts

KYLA CHOBOTIUK

A 17-year-old male was charged 
with arson, property damage 

and mischief  under $5,000 a�er 
being arrested Monday Septem-
ber 10.

Exactly one week earlier, Ezra 
Avenue was flooded with hun-
dreds of  students for what was ini-
tially meant to be another unsanc-
tioned Fresh Week street party. 

At around 10 p.m., Waterloo 
Regional Police, Waterloo Fire 
Department, Region of  Waterloo 
Paramedics, and Wilfrid Lauri-
er University Special Constables 
rushed to the site a�er receiving 
reports of  a furniture being set on 
fire on the street. 

An online video of  the incident 
has gone viral, showing a large 
crowd had gathered around the 
fire while some took turns running 
through the enormous blaze. 

David McMurray, vice-presi-
dent of  student a�airs at WLU, 

stated the University can’t be cer-
tain if  all the people at the party 
were students, but Ezra’s history 
as a party spot and its proximity 
to WLU means most of  them likely 
were. 

On Tuesday, o�cials with WLU 
released a statement condemning 
the gathering. 

The statement said the events 
damage WLU’s reputation and are 
dangerous. 

It also warns students that it 
will review the behaviour of  any-
one accused of  breaking the law 
and will apply sanctions under the 
Non-Academic Student Code of  
Conduct. 

WLU will continue to work with 
a task force on combating street 
parties and is presenting its report 
and recommendations to the Wa-
terloo City council next week. 

The teen who was arrested Mon-
day is due to appear in court on 
October 21. Police alledge furni-
ture was used to set the fire. 
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Bus  terminal 
construction

Vidyut Ghuwalewala
Assistant news editor

Grand River Transit (GRT) 
is developing a new tran-
sit plaza that will benefit 

transit service at the University 
of  Waterloo Station, opposite the 
Davis Centre, between Phillip 
Street and Ring Road. This will 
allow GRT routes to connect di-
rectly to the new ION light rail 
station. Construction began on 
July 2, and has resulted in a loss 
of  parking space in lots Q and B 
that border the service roadway 
which runs through the East 
campus to LRT and Ring Road. 
Permit holders have been in-
formed by Parking Services to 
not park in the lots. While this 
will lead to a transit gain for UW, 

Andrew Rutland
Reporter

On June 21st, Grand River Tran-
sit’s (GRT) ION light rail tran-

sit began operations, carrying 
passengers along a dedicated track 
between Fairway Station in Kitch-
ener and Conestoga Station in Wa-
terloo. Other notable stops along 
the route are Downtown Kitchen-
er, Grand River Hospital, Uptown 
Waterloo, and of  course, UW. 

With a train scheduled to arrive 
every 10 minutes on weekdays 
between 7am and 7pm — and ev-
ery 15 minutes  on weekends, this 
higher-order transit service pro-
vides an unprecedented oppor-
tunity for students to explore all 
their new community has to o�er. 

University of Waterloo Sta-
tion: University of  Waterloo 
Station is nestled between Davis 
Centre and Engineering 5. The 
highlight of  the area is the Univer-
sity Plaza shops.

The University plaza is a sprawl-
ing commercial lot with quick-eat 
options, as well as bars, bubble tea 
shops, convenience stores, and a 
pharmacy  — anything a student 
might need in the fleeting breaks 
between classes. A recent addition 
to check out is Sweet Jesus, the 
Instagrammable ice cream chain 
from Toronto with a variety of  
intriguing flavours, now located 
next to Mongolian Grill.

Sunset Tan Waterloo

55 Northfield Drive, E.
WATERLOO

519-886-6868
WWW.SUNSETTAN.CA

Fiercely Bronzed, Unapologetically Radiant

* Unlimited tanning packages and
top-of-the-line tanning beds
* Lash extensions and tinting

* Brows * Facials
* Waxing * Massage

Also steps from this station is a 
hidden gem  — the UW Art Gallery 
—located at 1239, East Campus 
Hall, directly east of  the station, 
past the parking lot. This gallery 
features artwork from Fine Arts 
students of  UW, as well as other 
Canadian and International art-
ists. Open 12 p.m. to 5 p.m., Tues-
day through Saturday. All are wel-
come at the gallery. 

Research & Technology Park 
Station: A business park built by 
a partnership between UW, Fed-
eral, Provincial, and Local gov-
ernments, Research &Technology  
Park is home to leading Informa-
tion technology companies. Many  
of  these companies stem from 
UW’s entrepreneurial culture and 
the Accelerator Centre which is 
also located inside the park. 

Next to the station is Evolvi, 
Canada’s first zero carbon build-
ing. It is home to Borealis AI and 
TextNow, as well as Sustainable 
Waterloo Region and even has 
some space for UW’s Faculty of  
Environment and the Interdisci-
plinary Centre on Climate Change, 
making this a building worthy of  
checking out.

Matter of  Taste co�ee bar is 
steps from this station, on the 
opposite side of  the tracks from 
Evolvi. Located in one of  the old 
Blackberry buildings, this co�ee 
shop has a high-end, but cozy and 
relaxing atmosphere, away from 
the crowds at the university co�ee 

shops. 
Following  the sidewalks past 

Evolvi leads to a charming net-
work of  trails and bridges between 
there and Columbia Lake. Laurel 
Creek and the collection of  storm-
water management ponds in this 
area create a surprisingly peaceful 
and a natural oasis away from the 
chaos and crowds of  campus. 

Laurier-Waterloo Park Sta-
tion: The closest station to the 
UWP residence complex, this stop 
is located south of  campus, north 
of  Waterloo Park and west of  WLU. 

The Eby Farmstead Animal 
Farm is closer to the station as 
well. Here, common farm animals 
like pigs and goats, and also some 
exotic animals like peacocks and 
llamas live in close proximity. 

Next to the station is WLU Stadi-
um, where the “Battle of  Waterloo” 
events—facedowns between UW 
and WLU, in a variety of  sports 
like soccer and rugby take place. 

For a pleasant stroll, walk along 
the boardwalk and enjoy the se-
renity of  Silver Lake. Just on the 
other side of  the tracks are some 
winding forested trails, passing 
over Laurel Creek on the way to 
the Waterloo Skate Park, an at-
tractive and modern recreation 
area and playground. 

Just like GRT’s buses, full time 
UW students ride for free with 
the the student card, WatCard.  To 
validate your trip, tap your card at 
the readers at each station before 
boarding the train, just like the 
readers on the buses. It may seem 
pointless since students ride free 
anyway but doing so allows GRT 
to collect valuable ridership data 
and may save you trouble with fare 
enforcers.

There is lots more in Kitchen-
er-Waterloo than what’s on cam-
pus. ION is undoubtedly an easy, 
convenient, and free way to see 
what this community has to o�er.

ION stop activities 
it will also lead to a loss of  park-
ing space on the east side of  cam-
pus. Access to the engineering 
buildings from the Q lot will be 
restricted due to construction, as 
fencing will be installed along the 
service roadway around the areas 
marked for construction. All traf-
fic will be directed via Ring Road 
or Phillip Street. People will be 
allowed to cross the tracks to get 
to the east side of  campus and 
Engineering buildings via pedes-
trian walkways. Five bus routes 
will serve the station: numbers 
9,13,19,31 and 201 iXpress. The 
station will contain bays for GO 
transit, GRT and inter-city buses, 
large shelters, and real time GRT 
departure information. It will 
provide a cycling and pedestrian 
link between Phillip Street and 
Ring Road, also connecting the 
Laurel Trail.

VICTORIA ROSS

WEN XIN ZHAO
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science & tech W R I T E  F O R  U S !
Write stories about the Waterloo Science Community

Email editor@uwimprint.ca and become a science writer now!

Stratford group bags $25k for clean water
Jansher Saeed  
Photo Editor

The 2019 World Vision Social Innova-
tion Challenge became a global stage 
for five Stratford School students as 

they presented their innovative solution on 
the Philippines water crisis. 

The team comprising of  founder Amirah 
Mahomed, Sylvia Bogdanowicz, Cindy Le, 
Kristen Fajardo and Laura Kraehling sur-
passed 46 competitors from across Canada, 
and earned $25,000, directed towards de-
veloping their clean water initiative over a 
12-month incubation period. 

The students’ goal was to reduce plastic 
waste in the Philippines using an environ-
mentally-friendly alternative to disposable 
pollutant, the seaweed. 

The project began as a school assignment 
in January. The team selected the Philip-

pines water crisis being the perfect fit. 
A 2015 study conducted by the Integrated 

Water Resources Management (IWRM) in 
the Philippines found that lack of  clean wa-
ter kills nearly 55 people daily. 

Many of  the issues arising from the Phil-
ippines water crisis are directly linked to the 
large presence of  low-quality plastics in wa-
ter systems. 

These plastics contaminate ocean water, 
cloge rivers, spread diseases and pollute 
drinking water.  

Ocean Conservancy, a non-profit organi-
sation based out of  Washington, singled out 
the Philippines as one of  the world’s top five 
plastic polluters. The team realised the need 
for immediate attention and designed Vir-
tuous Waste. 

The group learned that seaweed is wa-
ter-soluble, environmentally friendly and 
contains certain nutrients that help purify 
water systems and encourage healthy bio-

diversity. 
Seaweed is available in abundance in the 

Philippines, making it an easy-access re-
source and also a source of  jobs.

The team received the opportunity to 
compete at the 2019 Social Innovation 
Challenge, a challenge that aims to support 
young Canadian entrepreneurs to take steps 
towards creating marked based solutions 
for current world issues. 

The Virtuous Waste project won $25,000 
from the challenge on a 12-month incuba-
tion period, defeating some of  Canada’s 
brightest young minds. Their current motto 
is geared towards throwing away plastics 
permanently and helping to change the cy-
cle. 

Through this venture, Virtuous Waste 
looks to implement a scalable solution not 
only for the Philippines, but globally, there-
by putting an end to the reign of  plastics 
over everyday lives.

Many people around the world lack ade-
quate access to clean water. 

COURTESY COLORZEN CHILD-DIRTY-WATER
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W R I T E  F O R  S P O R T S
Want to go to UW games for Imprint or share your 

opinions on professional sports?
For more info, email sports@uwimprint.ca.

The UW Men’s Rugby Team opened their season in front of a packed house at CIF Field, suffering a tough loss to the Guelph Gryphons by a score of 36-14.

VARUN VENKATARAMANANVARUN VENKATARAMANAN

Men’s rugby comes up short on 
Black and Gold Day

Varun Venkatramanan
Sports Editor

For Black and Gold Day 2019, the War-
riors’ Men’s Rugby Team hosted the 
Guelph Gryphons at CIF. The Gry-

phons took the match by a score of  36-14, 
controlling the game from the beginning as 
the Warriors struggled to find their o�ense. 
The match was the OUA season opener for 
both teams.

Black and Gold Day is a tradition at UW 
during Welcome Week each Sept. Usually, 
the Warriors’ Men’s Football Team plays 
their first home game of  the season for the 
occasion, but this year the rugby team had 
the honours.

As part of  Welcome Week for incoming 
students, the match was beyond the usual 
home game spectacle. First years received 
faculty t-shirts, had the opportunity to 
compete in some small games organized by 
RBC, and enjoyed a free BBQ lunch. 

The team took the field running through 
a giant inflatable Warrior helmet and was 
greeted by a large crowd which filled both 
the bleachers and the opposite sideline. 
Cheerleaders and Welcome Week leaders 
led crowd chants throughout the match.

While the crowd was impressive, the 
Warriors’ performance on the field couldn’t 
keep up. The Gryphons—who finished last 
season second in the OUA—were bigger and 
stronger than the UW team. They used this 
advantage to force turnovers and advance 

quickly downfield. UW showed grit in the 
second half, fighting back and even pull-
ing within a single try. Guelph eventually 
pulled away and took a commanding 36-7 
lead before the Warriors added another try 
late for a final score of  36-14.

UW Fullback Paul Schroeder had a strong 
game, making long bomb kicks and leading 
the team defensively on the backline.

The UW Rugby Team is looking forward 
to facing the University of  Toronto on Sept. 
14. 
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arts & life W R I T E  F O R  A R T S  A N D  L I F E

Imprint is looking for arts writers! For more 
information, email art@uwimprint.ca.

W W W . U W I M P R I N T . C A

Keep up with the latest trends on campus 
and community news online. 

Sco�ish band makes its way to Waterloo
Vyas Anirudh Akundy
Reporter

On Oct. 17, Atlas: Empire, the progres-
sive alternative rock band based 
in Glasgow, UK, will be holding an 

event in Waterloo. The Scottish band is re-
turning to Canada with eight performances 
across Ontario and Québec. 

Robert Hasebe, the band’s bassist, is ec-

Anicka Bakos 
Reporter

static to return to his homeland once again. 
“Touring Canada is by far one of  the most 

enjoyable things for Atlas:Empire. The unique 
challenges and rewards of  touring this part 
of  the world are what make Canadian artists 
and performers truly great,” he said. 

“We are so fortunate and so grateful to be 
able to tour here regularly. Also, poutine,” 
Hasebe said. 

The band tries to deliver a message about 
and explores this idea of  overreliance on 

technology. 
Hasebe said The Stratosphere Beneath Our 

Feet is a concept album that explores hu-
manity’s reliance on technology.

The band is motivated by the question: 
What would happen if you take away a modern 
society’s toy, “technology”? What would happen if 
the system fails? 

Atlas:Empire has released a video for the 
track Our Hands Part The Waves which is a 
continuation of  the storyline from their 

track, It’s All In The Reflexes. 
The band also released their debut album, 

The Stratosphere Beneath Our Feet, tin Dec. 
2018, and it will be re-released later this 
year through WormHoleDeath Records. 

To date the band has released three ex-
tended plays — To The Astronaut… (2012),Som-
nus (2013), and For the Satellites (2015). 

For more information and tour dates for 
other cities, visit  https://www.atlasempire.
co.uk/.

Atlas: Empire is a progressive alernative rock band based in Glasgow, UK and will tour cities around Ontario and Québec throughout Oct. 2019. 

COURTESY BANDCAMP

For UW’s international students, there’s 
no better way to adjust to living in a new 

country than to join a club.  Becoming a 
club member, meeting people with a com-
mon purpose or interest and taking part in 
shared activities is one of  the best ways to 
connect with other students on campus.

International students may get homesick 
while studying in Canada.  And what bet-
ter way to overcome homesickness than to 
meet others from your home country?

At UW, there are many cultural clubs to 
choose from. There are Chinese clubs, Indi-
an clubs, Korean clubs, an African Students 
Association and the Association of  Caribbe-
an Students, among others. 

Cultural clubs promote their cultures 
through fun activities and socials, and by 
celebrating the festivals and holidays of  
their particular country. 

Many organize cultural events and dance 
performances as well.  

Many cultural clubs also participate in 
the Culture Caravan held every Fall and 
Winter semester, where they can showcase 
their traditional outfits and dances. 

Other than the cultural clubs, five clubs in 
particular may be relevant to international 
students.

Breaking Barriers aims to provide stu-

dents with mental health support and to en-
hance their personal growth at UW.

Reboot is a club to unite students from 
all faculties and programs. It is the only UW 
club that helps students from di¡erent fac-
ulties collaborate and create things togeth-
er.  

This unique club provides its members 
with the opportunity to learn new skills as 
well as share any knowledge they already 
might have with other UW students.  

The UW Shopping Club takes students 
on shopping trips to explore nearby malls 
in and around Waterloo.  

Members also have the opportunity to 
attend meetings, lectures and social out-
ings as well as discuss budgeting and ways 
to save money.  What a great way to explore 
your new surroundings!  

The Co	ee Lovers CLub makes it easy 
to meet new people and share thoughts and 
experiences as well as take part in interest-
ing activities while, of  course, having some 
fun and at the same time, enjoying some 
great co¡ee!  

Don’t drink co¡ee?  Not a problem  —  the 
Tea and Culture Club provides students 
with a place to meet, drink tea, play games 
and have fun with others.  Also a great way 
to make new friends at UW!

For a complete list of  and more infor-
mation on WUSA clubs, visit https://wusa.ca/
clubs.
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Can someone tell me why 
I still love The Bachelor?

Arabella Hareem Abid
Opinions Editor

The Bachelor Franchise, and all of  its 
respective spin-o©s (The Bachelorette, 
Bachelor in Paradise, and once long ago,  

The Bachelor Pad) are selling you a delicious 
disillusion that you are greedily eating up. 

But don’t worry, I have a seat at the table 
too.

For those who are not familiar with the 
over saturated “reality” phenomenon, the 
series centers around a genetically perfect, 
o¬en white, heteronormative, typically Re-
publican, Bachelor or Bachelorette, on their 
quest to find love. 

It’s completely alright though! Because 
the lead also comes with “flaws,” the likes of  
which include being “too normal,” fears of  
being unlovable, and typically bearing the 
scars of  recent heartbreak. 

Over the course of  three months, 30 po-
tential life partners dwindle down to a sin-
gle fiancé and the promise of  eternal com-
mitment at an all-expenses paid wedding. 

Of  course, on paper it reads as a totally 
undesirable cliché that no realistic human 
being could ever fantasize about. But trust 
me it works — I’ve been invested since I was 
12. 

If  the show could boil down to one rea-
son for its massive success, it would be its 
simple ability to prey on a fundamental hu-
man weakness. The desire to love, and to be 
loved. 

This vulnerability breeds human mo-
ments where someone tearfully ponders 
why they’re unable to find love, relishes in 
the impulsive decision to never date again, 
nervously articulates their a©ections, or 
cheekily fumbles through awkward inter-
actions. 

Truthfully, watching the pockets of  raw, 
unscripted woe, glee, jealously, and infatu-
ation is so delightfully familiar that it keeps 
me invested until the end.  

I find it incredible how entertaining it 
is to watch romantic situations build up to 
messy outcomes in a rom-com simulation 
that serves as brain popcorn on a Monday 
night.

It’s like a car crash you can’t look away 
from! 

The Bachelor has many faults, one of  which 
is a notable diversity problem. In one epi-
sode, they reveal that the show carefully cu-
rates their contestants to add spoonfuls of  
just enough diversity to resonate with their 

growing audience, even if  it’s simply “close 
enough.” 

The complicated intricacies of  represen-
tation in the franchise run so deep that it 
could account for a totally separate article. 

There’s just no way to summarize it into a 
couple sentences. 

Also, if  you didn’t know by now, all the 
cheesy romance that feels attainable, and 
yet so far away, is produced with maniacal 
levels of  evil genius. 

Similar to the show Big Brother, the con-
testants are being filmed 24/7 and have 
signed ridiculously lengthy contracts filled 
with legal jargon (I’ve read them!) that es-
sentially lay their reputations and autono-
my in the hands of  the editors, resulting in 
the “villain edit” that some unlucky contes-
tants get every season. 

I know what you’re thinking. 
What about the genuinely horrible people 

that go on the show and act in ways that are 
definitely not produced? 

Let’s not forget that contestants are sub-
jected to pretty lengthy background checks 
and an intense vetting process. A lot of  the 
front runners that win the hearts of  North 
America are just as much producer plants as 
the villains are.

That’s showbiz baby! 
And if  you thought it couldn’t get worse – 

contestants are totally devoid of  all outside 
contact, isolated from technology, and not 
allowed books aside from religious texts. 

Essentially, the isolation coupled with 
being around 29 people that are projecting 
their entirety on the same person, is like to 
create cause a pseudo-Stockholm syndrome 
which contestants view as “love.”  

Contestants are also prodded to use rhet-
oric that eliminates any sense of  being on 
TV. 

None of  the participants refer to their 
time on the show as exactly that. A show. 

Instead, they are instructed to refer to 
their experience as a “journey” or a “pro-
cess.”

This resonates as especially creepy when 
taking into account the formulaic structure 
of  the process. One episode can show you 
that contenders are supposed to dramatical-
ly reveal their tragic backstories when they 
get personal time with the lead. 

However, if  it’s too soon or feels disingen-
uous then said participant will immediately 
be deemed unfit and, “here for the wrong 
reasons,” among several other reality tele-
vision clichés. 

Also, following the trend of  weird rheto-

ric only used in the context of  this show, it’s 
conventional for showrunners to confess 
to the lead that they have “begun to fall in 
love,” “are in the process of  falling in love,” 
or “see themselves falling in love soon.”

Who is ever that self-aware of  the exact 
location of  their feelings? 

The few that are unable to buy into the 
expected script, and cling to the remaining 
shreds of  dating in the real world, are sent 
home with the label of  “not ready for mar-
riage” hanging over them as a parting gi¬. 

So why do we continue to watch the show? 
I’m definitely not the only viewer who 

possesses the behind the scenes knowledge 
of  what really goes on... one scroll through 
Twitter on a Monday night can tell you that. 

Yet, somehow week a¬er week, season af-
ter season, the viewers of  the show return, 
if  not multiply to tune into the pinnacle of  
reality television romance. 

To be truthful, I haven’t figured that out 
yet myself. I think that’s probably half  the 
genius of  why the show continues to forge 
ahead with full steam and no plans of  stop-
ping anytime soon. 

Lizzo, American singer, songwriter, rap-
per and actress, said it best, perhaps its “just 
the human in me” that keeps me on the edge 
of  my seat, eagerly waiting for another week 
to pass. Maybe that’s the case for you. 

Or maybe we both believe that human be-
ings are inherently romantic creatures that 
can find love anywhere, and that’s the real 

COURTESY IMP AWARDS

The Bachelor is heavily scripted, lacking 
in diversity, and completely illogical. Still, 
I am  addicted. 

HAVE YOUR SAY
Submit your letter to the editor or your community editorial to  
opinion@uwimprint.ca. Find more opinions at uwimprint.ca.
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The Amazon is the world’s largest 
tropical rainforest and is home to 
the Indigenous Brazilian people(s). 

I decided to write this piece to reflect on 
the devastating wildfires that are current-
ly wounding our Mother Earth in South 
America. This has been the most damag-
ing wildfire year since 2010 for the Ama-
zon rainforest. A few weeks ago on my so-
cial media, there was an uproar about the 
Amazon rainforest being on fire. There 
were go-fund me pages, retweets for do-
nations, and celebrities were urged to raise 
awareness. However, all of  this hype last-
ed for about three days. Not many people 
are writing about it anymore, it is out of  
sight and out of  mind, I suppose. However, 
the Amazon rainforest is still on fire and 
it is still negatively a�ecting the Indige-
nous communities. Ninety-eight percent 
of  Indigenous reserves are in the Amazon. 
According to The Guardian, fires broke out 
in 131 Indigenous reserves from August 15-
20. Of  those, 15 were home to Indigenous 
groups who are isolated or in stages of  
initial contact. These groups rely on the 
rainforest to survive, and it is crucial that 
there is international support to uphold 
the rights and livelihood of  these people.

Wildfires in the Amazon are not un-
common, but the way in which they are 
spreading is reason for concern. They 
are mostly man-made and deliberate. In 
mainstream media coverage, there is evi-
dence that shows that the increase in wild-
fires is politically driven. 

Bolsonaro is now the president of  Bra-
zil and the spike in fires is directly related 

to his plans to clear out the Amazon to fa-
cilitate resource extraction, farming, and 
ranching. 

In Quartz, it was reported that farmers 
and supporters of  Bolsonaro helped start 
these fires to put forth his agenda to ben-
efit Brazil’s economy. It was in January 
that he rolled into o�ce, and according to 
Global News, one of  his promises was to 
restore the country’s economy by finding 
other uses for the Amazon rainforest. Not 
only that, but Bolsonaro also vowed that 
if  he were elected, he would not set aside 
a single centimeter more for Indigenous 
reserves.

 Many refer to the Amazon as, “the lungs 
of  the planet” and it is extremely import-
ant for not just Indigenous people, but for 
all people. It would only make sense for all 
of  us to be on the front line. We need to do 
everything that we can to support the In-
digenous peoples of  the Amazon. 

 We need to be international supporters 
of  combatting the fire crisis in the Ama-
zon rainforest. I came across some sugges-
tions that seem easy to put into play such 
as reduce wood, paper and beef  consump-
tion. 

However, it was stated that the most im-
portant actions you can take are political 
and collective—join a group that makes 
the Amazon a priority. Donate to Rainfor-
est Action Network, Rainforest Trust, Am-
azon Watch, Amazon conservation team, 
or sign petitions. At this time, we need to 
stand together to support our Indigenous 
brothers and sisters of  the Amazon in 
Brazil. 

COURTESY: STEVE CONORS FOR THE INDEPENDENT

PART OF AN ONGOING SERIES BY THE INDIGENOUS STUDENT ASSOCIATION
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campus bulletin W H AT’S H A P P E N I N G A R O U N D TOW N
Submit your 30-word announcement or upcoming event to  

ads@uwimprint.ca for free.

upcoming events
September 2019

For all of UpTown Waterloo Fall  activities 
visit www.uptownwaterloobia.com. 
Savour  in Stratford - Saturday morning 
Market from 7 a.m. to 12 p.m. at the Rotary 
Complex ;  and more! www.visitstratford.
com.
Unplug from screens. Connect with 
friends. Sing your faith. Chapel Choir meets 
Mondays and Wednesdays at 4 p.m. Sign up 
for an audition at uwaterloo.ca/music/en-
sembles. No prep required. For more details 
ksteiner@uwaterloo.ca or 519-885-0220, 
ext 24226.
Gamelan - join the world  music enem-
ble or community gamelan. No experience 
required. For more info www.uwaterloo.ca/
music/ensembles.

SPREAD THE WORD
Buy your ad for 1 month at $99 and get 1 month free! 

Contact ads@uwimprint.ca.service directory
WORSHIP

GENERAL SERVICES

800 King Street, E., Kitchener
519-744-6574

www.�rstmennonitekitchener.ca

Come and Join Us
No horse or buggy required

Sunday Worship
10:45 a.m.First Mennonite Church is a vibrant, warm, 

inter-generational, multi-cultural and 
bilingual congregation, looking forward to a 
time when people from all nations will join 
together.

Sunday Worship
10:45 a.m.

* 15% discount on all
over-the-counter medications 

and supplies
* email us your Rx,
we deliver FREE

* Accept all insurance plans

535 Park Street, Kitchener
519-208-4448

sparkpharmacy@gmail.com
Buy, Trade and Rent 

New & Retro Video Games
315 Lincoln Road, #8, WATERLOO

226-444-7649
www.facebook.com/GoodTimeGames

FE
EL GOOD

A
B
O
UT WHERE YO

U
E
A
T

620 Davenport Rd (at Northfield)
Waterloo

thehealthyowl.ca
519-888-8265

Traditional 
Uyghur 
dishes, 
lunch

specials
& much more!

62 Balsam Street
WATERLOO
519-886-2929

www.bogda.ca
Mondays to Saturdays: 11 a.m. to 10 p.m.

Sundays: closed

Holy 
Cross 
Lutheran 
Church
322 East Ave.
Kitchener
519-742-5812
www.holycrosskitchener.org

Sunday Worship Services
Sunday, September 8, 2019 to 

Sunday, June 28, 2020
8:30 and 11 a.m. services

Welcome Students!

RESTAURANTS

RESTAURANTS

Contact:
809 Victoria St. N Kitchener
subshack.ca | 519-747-9999

Order on Skip 
the Dishes

Catering 
Available

Best Subs in 
Kitchener Watereloo

Fast !

Fresh !
Friendly !

SUBSHACK

Choral and Ensemble auditions begin. 
Can be taken for credit (.25) or extra-
curricular activity. For more info www.
uwaterloo.ca/music/ensemblesmusic@
uwaterloo.ca.
Thursday, September 12
Orchestra Open Rehearsal and Au-
ditions at 7 p.m. in REV Great Hall. For 
more info and audition times visit www.
uwaterloo.ca/music/ensembles or 519-
885-0220, ext 24226.
Wednesday, September 18
Music Noon Hour Concert at 12:30 
p.m. at Conrad Grebel Chapel starring 
“A Veiled Symphony - Heidi Wall, piano.” 
For more info www.uwaterloo.ca/music.
Wednesday, October 2
Music Noon Hour Concert  at 12:30 
p.m. at Conrad Grebel Chapel starring 
“Touring Europe - Joseph Lanza, violin 
and Borys Medicky, harpsichord.” Free 
admission. For info see www.uwaterloo.

ca/music.
Thursday, October 3
You are invited to Student Night No.7 @ 
The Power Plant, 231 Queens Quay West, 
Toronto, ON. Student Night is ideal for 
post-secondary students and emerging 
professionals who are seeking to make new 
connections and learn more about working 
in Toronto’s vibrant arts and culture sector. 
www.thepowerplant.org.
Friday, October 25
Concerto and Aria Competition dead-
line today. For full competition details 
and application forms, visit uwaterloo.ca/
music/competition.

volunteering
Bereaved Families of Ontario - Mid-
western Region, The Family Centre, 65 
Hanson Ave., Suite 1042, Kitchener.  We 

currently have a number of  exciting 
volunteer opportunities. For more 
info, jaime@bfomidwest.org or 519-
603-0196.
Become a Meals On Wheels vol-
unteer! Call 519-772-8787 or www.
communitysupportconnections.org/
volunteer/apply.

help needed
NOT JUST TOURISTS  — We are a 
humanitarian organization that pack 
medical supplies and bring them to 
developing countries. We are in need of  
volunteers, donors and travelers. For 
more information, please visit www.
notjusttourists.
com.
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distractions W H AT’S H A P P E N I N G A R O U N D TOW N
Submit your 30-word announcement or upcoming event to  

ads@uwimprint.ca for free.

YOU COULD 
BE HERE

Interested in contributing your comics, puzzles, or quizzes 
to the newspaper? Distractions is looking for contributors 

for the fall term!
Email us at distractions@uwimprint.ca

In the a�ic of your house are 3 lightbulbs, A, B, and C. The switches to 
these bulbs, 1, 2, and 3, are for whatever odd reason located in the base-
ment of your house. Each switch is connected to only one lightbulb, 
but you cannot remember which. How can you figure out what switch 
connects to which bulb in only a single trip from the basement to the 
a�ic? I.e. you flip as many switches as you like, as o�en as you like, and 
then go upstairs and know for a fact which switch controls each bulb.

LAST WEEK’S PUZZLELAST WEEK’S CROSSWORD

THE SOLUTION
Flip switches 1 and 2 on, then wait 10 minutes and switch 2 o�. Then, 
when you go upstairs, the light bulb that’s on connects to switch one, the 
light bulb that’s o� and hot connects to 2, and the one that’s o� and cold 
connects to 3.

UW PUZZLES AND BRAINTEASERS CLUB

By Zhenzhen Gu, Jiayin Huang, Mingmei Huang

In a Caesar cipher, the alphabet shifts by a certain number of letters. 
For example, with a shift of nine,  A is replaced by J, B by K, C by L, 
and so on. Can you solve these ciphers? 

Salute the Ceasar Code: Countries

 1. QHZ CHDODQG 
 2. VRORPRQ LVODQGV
 3. ILQODQG
 4. VZLWCHUODQG
 5. LFHODQG

 6. LUHODQG
 7. QHWKHUODQGV
 8. SRODQG
 9. WKDLODQG
 10. VZDCLODQG 





distractions W O R L D L Y  W I S D O M

Reddit is a trash fire, life is a couch fire!
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La Vie Bohème

NAHEED SOMJI

55. Michelle and Thompson 
56. Business success metric 
57. Piece of  a necklace
58. Wife, online? 
59. Née

Down
1. Compact music format 
2. Largest continent by area 
3. Meleager hunts and kills this animal
4. Heroic article of  clothing
5. Forboading 
6. Text indicating laughter
7. Maddow TV network 
8. Without ethics
9. The cost to cross a bridge
10. The province’s association of  doctors
11. She knows why the caged bird sings
19. Cow goes ___
21. Note passed to teacher’s pet
23. For now
24. Same old same old
25. Cerveza brand 
26. You, in Paris 
28. Peanut butter pen
29. Southern-most African country
30. Recent discovery (abbr.) 
33. 1960s student movement

Across
1.Bent head with both arms pointing up-
ward to a side
4. Stratford veteran, Feore
8. Small unit 
12. Organization for standardization
13. Famous cookie maker 
14. New Yorl art museum
15. Australian singer, “Cheap Thrills”
16. Pay in lieu of  notice 
17. P&G oil brand
18. Opera of  a Roma woman
20. A deformed tree growth 
22. Taxman 
23. Totally vodka 
27. Attentive 
31. Chinese way 
32. Spa activity  
34. Tire metric 
35. Many 
38. First
40. To be, for you or they
42. Liquid disposal dept. (USA)
44. UK band, “Anarchy in the U.K.”
49. Stench 
52. Between Missouri and Mississippi 
53. Actress Gadot 
54. Brontë/Bell subject 

Solutions to last week’s 
crossword and puzzle are 

available on page 14 and on 
our website at www.uwim-

print.ca

*36. Assigned
37. Anger
38. Tit partner 
41. Bar, politically 
43. Jeopardy host’s nickname 
45. Where the Sidewalk Ends 
46. Meme character  
47. Vientiane’s country
48. Dress design
50. Light-sensing organ
51. Span of  time

ALI ASSEM

Everything is fine
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